
Air Spring Systems

Air Springs from  
ContiTech  
The original product  
is the only safe bet.



Air Spring Systems

ContiTech warns against 
illegal copy air springs.

In traffic or at high speed a bursting air spring 
can have fatal consequences.

Original quality –
the only safe bet.

Ever more cheap providers are making 
pirate imitations of ContiTech quality air 
springs for commercial vehicles. These 
imitations, which are often of inferior 
quality, can pose a danger to the user. 
ContiTech warns against using inferior 
quality reproductions of their air springs 
in commercial vehicles, which are being 
increasingly sold on the global market.



Air Spring Systems

Small difference,
big impact.

“Without good raw 
materials, there is 
no good compound. 
And without a good 
compound, there are 
no good products.”  
Dr. Peter Scholtissek, ContiTech 
Phoenix Compounding Technology

Advantages for the customer:

R Avoid downtime costs
R Avoid the risk of accidents
R Avoid freight damage
R Avoid assembly problems
R Avoid the loss of image 
 and of customers 

Even original-looking counterfeit 
reproductions air springs are not 
up to the standards of a safety-critical 
product. When subjected to service 
loads and real operating conditions, 
the difference from the original quality 
product quickly becomes apparent. 

“We know the original formula” 

Many years of work by an experienced 
team of chemists and development 
engineers has enabled ContiTech to 
develope a range of compounds that 
satisfies the high requirements defined 
by the various standards. As develop-
ment partners of original equipment,
we can meet all the specific needs of 
manufacturers.

The original product is the only safe bet – 
Air springs from ContiTech.Ausfederhöhe wurde nicht begrenzt

Niveauregulierung falsch eingestellt
Verwendung der falschen Luftfeder

� Kontrolle des Stoßdämpfers
� Niveauregelventil auf Funktion prüfen

und ggf. neu einstellen
� Kontrolle des Luftfedersystems analog

Produktkatalog

Verwendung eines zu langen Balges � Einbauhinweise des Herstellers
berücksichtigen

Abriss des Gewindebolzens
Zu hohes Anzugsdrehmoment
Verwendung von Fett bzw. Öl

� Beachten der Herstellervorgaben
gemäß Wartungsbuch

� Einsatz von Öl oder Fett am Gewinde
vermeiden

Beschädigung durch Abrieb
Kontakt des Balges mit anderen
Fahrzeugteilen
Kontakt des Balges mit Fremdkörpern

� Beachten und Kontrollieren des
angegebenen Einbauraumes

� Regelmäßige Kontrolle, ob sich
Fremdkörper (Steine etc.) im Roll-
bereich befinden – ggf. entfernen

Beschädigung durch Chemikalien
Einsatz von Lösungsmitteln

� Vermeidung von Lösungsmitteln
und Reinigern auf Mineralölbasis

� Periodische Kontrolle des
Luftfedersystems

Platzen des Luftfederbalges, Kolbenbruch
Überladen des Fahrzeuges
(Erhöhung des Innendruckes
auf Maximaldruck)

� Berücksichtigung des maximal
zulässigen Gesamtgewichtes
gemäß Herstellervorgaben

Division ContiTech of Continental AG

Lagerung gemäß DIN 7716
- dunkel,
- trocken,
- bei Normaltemperatur

� Vorbeugen des unsachgemäßen
Transportes

� Konische Abdichtfläche frei von
Korossion, Dreck und Grat halten

� Ausrichten der Einbauteile des Balges

� Kontrolle des Stoßdämpfers
� Niveauregelventil auf Funktion prüfen

und ggf. neu einstellen
� Kontrolle des Luftfedersystems analog

Produktkatalog

� Einbauhinweise des Herstellers
berücksichtigen

� Einbauhinweise des Herstellers
berücksichtigen

� Beachten der Herstellervorgaben
gemäß Wartungsbuch

� Einsatz von Öl oder Fett am Gewinde
vermeiden

� Beachten und Kontrollieren des
angegebenen Einbauraumes

� Regelmäßige Kontrolle, ob sich
Fremdkörper (Steine etc.) im Roll-
bereich befinden – ggf. entfernen

� Vermeidung von Lösungsmitteln
und Reinigern auf Mineralölbasis

� Periodische Kontrolle des
Luftfedersystems

ContiTech shoulder 
structure pattern

Do not let this fool you!
Look out for the following brand features when buying air springs:

Patented trademarks: 

The special ContiTech 
shoulder structure pattern 
on an air spring bellows 
and the Continental horse 
trademark in the ContiTech 
logo are both patented. 

Deviating air spring 
dimensions shorten 

the service life.

Kontakt des Balges mit anderen
Fahrzeugteilen

� Kontakt des Balges mit Fremdkörpern
� Regelmäßige Kontrolle, ob sich

Fremdkörper (Steine etc.) im Roll-
bereich befinden – ggf. entfernen

Beschädigung durch Chemikalien
� Einsatz von Lösungsmitteln

� Vermeidung von Lösungsmitteln
und Reinigern auf Mineralölbasis

� Periodische Kontrolle des
Luftfedersystems

Platzen des Luftfederbalges, Kolbenbruch
� Überladen des Fahrzeuges

(Erhöhung des Innendruckes
auf Maximaldruck)

� Berücksichtigung des maximal
zulässigen Gesamtgewichtes
gemäß Herstellervorgaben

Division ContiTech of Continental AG

W
T

71
33

D
09

.0
9



Air Spring Systems

“Pirate air springs”: 
Do you really want to take the risk?

Requirements of vehicle manufacturers Consequences of using replica products

Original quality: 
Enhanced safety, 
better economy, 

more comfort.

The use of high-quality OE-specified materials
ensures resistance to extreme temperatures
(high and low) as well as ozone and sunlight

OE specifications of the bursting pressure by the vehicle manfacturer
define the safety range of the air suspension system 

OE specifications regarding the load-carrying capacity are essential
for safe operation of the air spring suspension system

OE specifications regarding the installation space are required
to ensure the lifetime of the air spring

OE hight specifications are necessary for the height adjustment
at loading ramps (trailer) and boarding height (bus)

ContiTech manufactures air springs for the replacement market
in accordance with OE specifications. This means original quality
for reliability and cost efficiency

Low-quality materials = much lower resistance to weathering
� Cracking in the outer rubber 

Too low bursting pressure due to weak reinforcement material =
load at strength limit  � Product failure      
Exceeding of the bursting pressure = dynamic overloading 
of the reinforcement material  � Product failure

Deviances in load carrying capacity = Poorer vibration performance
and trailer/tractor synchronization  � Brake wear

Deviation in the bellows diameter (low-quality reinforcement material or fabric)
� Chafing against chassis components

Material

Function

Geometry

Durability

Counterfeit products, which virtually look like the original product, 
are not up to the standards of a safety-relevant product. Since the original 
specifications are unknown, the difference from the original quality 
product quickly becomes obvious under real operating conditions.

Bellow is too long  
� Overstraining the shock absorber
Bellow is too short  
� Overload/failure when adjusting height to loading ramp



Air Spring Systems

Market segment 
Replacement Business

Contact 
ContiTech Luftfedersysteme GmbH
D-30165 Hannover
Phone +49 (0)511 938-5268  
E-mail  airsprings_replacement@ 
as.contitech.de 
www.contitech.de

Your local contact 
www.contitech.de/contactlocator 

Certification in the ContiTech 
Air Spring Systems business unit:
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ContiTech. Engineering Next Level

As a division of the Continental Group,  

ContiTech is a recognised innovation and  

technology leader in natural rubber and  

plastics. As an industry partner with a firm  

future ahead of us, we engineer solutions 

both with and for our customers around  

the world. Our bespoke solutions are  

specially tailored to meet the needs of the  

market. With extensive expertise in materials  

and processes, we are able to develop  

cutting-edge technologies while ensuring  

we make responsible use of resources. 

We are quick to respond to important 

technological trends, such as function 

integration, lightweight engineering and 

the reduction of complexity, and offer 

a range of relevant products and services. 

That way, when you need us, you’ll find 

we’re already there.

The content of this publication is not legally 
binding and is provided as information only. 
The trademarks displayed in this publication 
are the property of Continental AG and/or its 
affiliates. Copyright © 2014 ContiTech AG. 
All rights reserved. For complete information 
go to: www.contitech.de/discl_en

Detailed information about 
our air springs can be found at:  
www.contitech.de/as-rpl

ISO TS 16949
ISO 9001
ISO 14001


